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25X1A6a note: oye BO oeficial sonversations which took 
place in Bangkok vatween Free Lao leaders 
and Baron Patrick pure our, Lormer Resident ot poutnern LAOS y 
have been previcusly reported. Followin : EK 1 KG 
of these conversations prepared by 
25X1X6 


25X1X6 


The first appointment with Mr. Surcouf was 

at a olcloeck, He sesmed sincere and frank and wes very politel 
We began speaking of friends and relatives in Laos, He gave us 
ee of our family, of Vientiane, of Preyse and of Khong. H.H. 
Souphanavong related Low che Lao nationalist movement arose 


The coup of 9 March 1945 

The pee resistance in Laos 

The Lao suopert of this resistance, 

ity celations with Tiao Boun Oum and Captain Dunonnet 

Nistekes of the Franch upon the defeat of Japan: Colonel 
‘afeld at Luang rrakang, Cdt. Bichelot at X¢ Khouazig, 
Vat, Ferre at Vientiane. 


We decided that the fault of “ne French lay in having failed to 
contact Hin. Tiac Mana-Ounerat, President of the Council of 
Ministers of the Roval Laos government, at the end of the war. 
25X1A6a MM cote: H.H. Tiao MahasOuparat is a title meaning 
‘Second in commend'; it refers to Chao Patsarath. 


We spoke of tne part H.H. Tiao Savang played in these misunder- 
standines, Mr. Surcouf tried to shgw that we have the Japanese, 
Viets and Slamese behind our movement. We made the point that 
we have oniy the people behind us: we have no help from the 
Japanese, Viets and Thais. 1 added thet I have received arms 
from the allies, not Japanese arms «- nothing but French, English 
and American cuns. 


We placed the expulsion of our popular sovement at the time of 
25X1A9a the downfall ef H.H. Tiaoe ven fhewenen oe aea _ 25x1A8a 
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We brought out that E.H. Tiao Maha~Ouparat stayed cut of the 
movement and remained faithful to the King. 


t commented that at Sevannakhet I contacted the Freneh (Lt. 


ee wTees who spent two days and ee my house. Cn 17 
ones September 1945 they ettacked us; we lost 17 persons (dead’), 


25X1X6 


Thet happened because the wrench didn't want. to listen to reason 
ane wanted to disarm us. If they had been willing to form a bloc 
with us and fight ageinst their enemies (alleged), the Viects, 
nothing vould have happened, 


I entered Thakhek & September 1945 and was attecked by the Prench 
9 September 1945. It was the signal for bloodshed. Cur cesneir 

at waiting for some understanding on the paee of the French stems 
from that moment. 


Yr. Surcouf deplored this situation, this misunderstanding which 
had such disastreuwss results, lie seemed very sincere and told us 
we were right. Nevertheless he reproached us for being too 
impatient and quick-etempered. “e shovle have had the patience © 
to wait for true Freneh friends end syeak to them, He reproached 
us for not having. greatness of soul and taking into consideration 
the feet that these actions of these French soidiers showed they 
were fools. 


LJ 


Te left the mecting at 1325: Mr. Surcouf handed us the modus 
vivendi, “e think he recognized: 1) The errors made by the 
French military, 2) the war ended too quickly 3 better men couldn't 
be sent to us. He ignoreg all the bad things about the French 
He seems to judge other Frenchmen by himself. Ue believes we 
owe them so many things; without Frence we wouldn't be what we. 
are, 


2, nee: the meeting beran at. 9:15 &sio* Mr. Sureouf 
asked us him what we want. H.H. Souphanavong started by 


asking him to take into account the atmosphere in which the 
note had been drawn up and to make exception for some few rare 
friends who really understand us, 


The note we sent the 4liles was read. Mr. Surecouf noted a little 
exaggeration in this report, which was judged too seVere, but he 
aid recognize some truths. "He said France decided a long time ago 
to. grant what the Laos ask. -The working agreement signed recently 
was prepared a long time ago and wasn’t. influenced by recent events. 
independence is beautiful, and Mr. Surcouf agreed we should have 
it, but he questioned if we could exist and fight against outside 
dangers and civil war. He stxated the mein thing we wanted is 
granted in the modus vivendi, but the details dian't suit us, 
He said we have a basis of unders tanding; it is necessary to have 
an agreement between Franco and the Laos, This cleared the way 

to shew different documents and reed different letters which bear 
witness. to our willingness to urderstand and make ourselves undere- 
stood. 


the document on Prince Savang was read. 
in regard to the return of the four provinces, he asked us not 


to provoke incidents, stating this would be dealt with by the Royal 
Laos government. .“/e explained to him we were not doing anything 


and this issue had nothing to de with us. He asked us if the Viets 


or the Thais would neewoue incidents, “Ye covldn't confirm this 
because we think it is to be feared the Thais might suddenly attack. 


“e-asked him to envisage the agreement between us before the - 
transfer of these prcvinces 
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ir, Sureouf offered us material sid during this period of 
transition to prove to us “e are not being ignored. He could 
ask that money be sent to us, for example, eithor through the 
Laos government of through our relatives. We thanked him but 
refused this help; stating that if our relutives wanted to help 
us, this would be a rersonel matter, He sald he would be clad 
to do something for us to make cur exile easier. We thanked him 
and told him we ere able to take of ourselves because we were 
gll working and were ready to continue if necessary. He asked 
us to give him the nemes of our reletives end some informetion 
on family relationships between ts ind people in Laos. We offercd 
to give him co-ies of certain documents cnc the report, 


The meeting adjourned approximately 1200. We had the impression 


he hed been won over to our cause end that our co ference had 
generally been fruitful. He hres begun te understend us and under«~ 
stand all the mistekes of the French, We had gone to see him 
with the feeling there might be an argument. Nething of this 
sort occurred; he listensw) to us attentively, even when we told 
him thin,;s that were not very complimentary to the Freneh. Te 
tried to understand and he understood, He is truly frank, honest 
and sincere, worth of respect, I pin many hopes on hin, 


30 See “e arrived at the meeting at 6:00, An-attempt 
was mace to reconstruct the fects and actions before and after 


the Japanese coup of 9 March 1945, 
Reconstruction of things that hanpern.éd efter Japan's defeats: 


Chain of events during the days 11 and 12 October 1945. 


Formation of the Nationalist Covernment. i'r. Surcouf made notes 


of the names and titles of perticipants. 


it was specified I].H. Tiao Maha-Cuparat did not join the movement. 
Reconstruction of the events et Luang Prabang:  dethronement of 
the King, guerdiansnip of Prince Savangs; recognition of the 
constitution and the povernment by H.M. Sisavangvoneg. 
Re-~enthronement of the King. 


Declaration of the King of not having signed egreements with 
representatives of France or other powers. 


Flight of Colonel Imfeld from Luang Prabang. 


The battles of Savannakhet, Thakhek, Vientiane, Luang Prabang, 
Houei-say and the approximate detes of their loss, 


Family relations between us and the Leotians now in Lacs, 


Refusal of the Royal Family to send a representative with the 
French resistance, 


We left at 1200 with friendly wishes and drank to the good results 
of future talks, : 
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I formed the opinion that the Franco-Laos menage is like 
newlyweds who quarrel and, efter a reconciliation, love each 
other more than before, 


4, Personal Impressions: Wr. Sureour appears to be very sincere, 
frank and honest, but he is still the French colonial, perheps 
very polite and well brought up. He has an indescribable hatred 
for the Viets. He despises the Kmers end dislikes the Thais, 

He wants to help us as far as possible, but he is certain we are 
too weak and we could not govern ourselves, He underestimates us, 
We can expect something from him, but-nct all we want, 


“then we speak to him of the Union francaise instead of the 
Federeticn,. he explains that we gein by the Federation and without 


it ve couldn't cet along. 


On the subject of the Union Francaise he said thatess. if you 
depend direetly on France, there wiil be financiers, speculators 
who will do exactly as they plesse. That wovld be very unfortunate, 
It would be necessary to have an indochinese organism to adapt 
everything that comes from the mother eountry in Indochina. 


it was at that moment I hed the definite impression that he is 

very colonial; it is people of his sert who made colonial expension, 
This impression cut down some of my hopes end lowered my opinion 

of him, 25X1X6ze 


ye Conversation vith Mme, Germaine Krull 


lime, Krull is Frenck by birth. She married a Dutehman, but she ig 
now a widow, She was a military correspondent in the allied armies, 
She seems to be very sympathetic toward neticnalistid movements 

but she is still a Frenchwoman, She deplores what French colonials 
have done; that is what put them agcinst her, This is also the 
reason she is in Bangkok rather than in Indo China, 


“hen I told her we have a lot of faith in the intervention of 

Mr. Surcouf, who seems to be very frank, sincere and understanding, 
she said, "Be careful,. lr. surcuf is just es danrerous as he 

ds polite and proper to you. He is seid to be the Bon Colonial 
made for the colonies, He has said that the young Laotians. are 
too ambitious, they know nothing of life and claim to have unlimited 
freedom... Yhat they onght to have now is a little freedom of 
administration - a good condition;with a ‘reasonable balance with 
which they could keep up a feeling of well-being and that's all... 
The emancipation of the colonial races is certain and inevitable, 
Later on they, the young ones will even povern the whites, but 

wa have to prolong this situation as long as it is possible for 

us to do so, that is to say, before being their boys, they have 

to be our boys as long as possibic!, ; 


Ur. Surcouf is also supposed to have said that the Laotians and 
the Annamites are so pretentious that they don't even want the 
status of a Dominion. 


Hime. Krull told me not to te simple end put too much faith in 
him. He is the Grand Colonial of the type of Pavie and others who 


_ could riever visualize the loss of the colonies whidh are the basis 
of their very existence. 


x was firmly convinced thet Mme. krull is right and could be telling 


the truth. 
9BX1X6 | P| 
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